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Impact of sanctions on saffron exports
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Abstract. Saffron, as the most important agricultural and pharmaceutical export product of Iran, has a special place among
agricultural and export products, which in recent years has not been able to maintain and strengthen its position in the global
market. Two phenomena of Europe Union (EU) trade sanctions against Iran and the global economic crisis have affected Iran's
economy and trade flow. Due to the trend of EU sanctions and the possibility of a global economic crisis due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 and falling global oil prices, the variables of economic size, income of importing countries and trade agreements
have an increasing and significant effect on variables of distance and economic difference have a decreasing effect and have
had a significant impact on saffron exports. According to the studies, the results show a negative and significant effect of EU
trade sanctions and the global economic crisis on Iranian saffron exports. Therefore, it is suggested that in formulating
medium-term and long-term plans to increase saffron exports, the role of trade sanctions, economic crises ahead should be
considered and a special strategy should be adopted accordingly.

Keywords: Economic crisis, Europe Union, Sanctions, Saffron, Export, Agriculture.
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