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TABLE 3-1 Policymaking as a Process Policymaking can be seen as a process—how policies are made—in a
step-by-step sequence; but in reality these processes overlap and intertwine.

Process Activity Participants
Problem Identification Publicizing societal problems Mass media
Expressing demands for Interest groups
government action Citizen initiatives

Public opinion
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Public’s policy priorities for 2018

% who say is a top priorily for Trump and Congress

Terrorism 73

Education T2

cconomy [N
Heatth care costs [N o

Sociel Secury [ &7

Medicars
Ervironment
Jobs

Poor and nesdy
Reducing crime:
Racs mlations
Transportation
Crrug addiction
Budget deficit
Immigration

Influs nce of lobbyists

Militany
R T
Globaltrade [N 38

Source: Survey of U.S. aduls conducted lan. 10-15 2018
FPEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Public’s policy priorities: 2010-2018
% who say is a top priority for the president and Congress

8 years 4 years 1year
ago ago ago Now B8-year lyear
Jan Jan Jan Jan chg chg
2010 2014 2017 2018 '10-18 '17-18

% % % %

Defending against terrorism 80 73 76 73 -7 -3
Improving education 65 69 69 72 +7 +3
Strengthening nation’s economy 83 80 73 71 -12 -2
Reducing health care costs 57 59 66 68 +11 +2
Securing Social Security 66 66 60 67 +1 +7
Securing Medicare 63 61 59 66 +3 +7
Protecting environment 44 49 55 62 +18 +7
Improving job situation 81 74 68 62 -19 -6
Problems of poor and needy 53 49 56 58 +5 +2
Reducing crime 49 55 56 56 +7 0
Addressing race relations - - 56 52 - -4
Improving transportation - 39 36 49 - +13
Dealing with drug addiction - - 36 49 - +13
Reducing budget deficit 60 63 52 48 -12 -4
Dealing with immigration 40 40 43 47 +7 +4
Reducing lobbyist influence 36 42 43 47 +11 +4
Strengthening the military 49 43 45 46 -3 +1
Dealing with climate change 28 29 38 46 +18 +8
Dealing with global trade 32 28 40 38 +6 -2

Notes: In 2013 and earlier, the item “dealing with the issue of immigration™ asked about
“illegal immigration.” In 2015 and earlier, the item “Dealing with global climate change”
asked about “global warming.” Significant changes in bold.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 10-15, 2018.
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Democrats' Policy Priorities

Health care 40
Education I 27
Environment/Climate change IE——— 27
Unemployment/Jobs I 25
Racisrn  m——————— ()
Economy (general mentions) " 18
Poverty/Hunger s 16
Immigration NI 15
0 B 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Percent
Independents’ Policy Priorities
Health care 43
Immigration 29
Unemployment/Jobs 26
Education 25
Economy (general mentions) 18
Poverty/Hunger 17
Environment/Climate change 17
Government spending/Debt 15
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Percent

Republicans' Policy Priorities

) 2 TV R (oY { S ey s — e ——————— {
Immigration | 40
Unemployment/Jobs I 37
Terrorism I 7
Government spending/Debt IEEEEEEEEEEEEEN————— 24
Economy (general mentions) HEEENNNN———————S )1
Taxes IEEEEEEEGEG_———— 20
Education IEEEEEEEEE—— 10

Percent

Question: Thinking about the problems facing the United States and the world today, which problems would you like the
government to be working on in the year 2017? Please list up to five problems. [Percentages above among those who
provided at least one problem. Issues mentioned by more than 15 percent noted above.]

Source: AP-NORC Center poll conducted Dec. 14-19, 2016, with 1,017 adults nationwide.
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Few Americans have confidence in the government’s ability to make progress on many of their policy
priorities.

Environment/Climate change

11
[22]
3
3

Racism

Education

|
‘o
()]
o]

g

Government spending/Debt

[S2]
()]

|

Taxes

Health care

._.!
|
52
(=

Economy (general mentions)

|
—.1
w
[+%)
5]
=

Unemployment/Jobs

Immigration

"‘w|
@
w
a

Terrorism

w
[¢5]

o
28]
o

40 60 80 100

Percent
= Slighty/Not at all confident = Moderately confident = Extremely/Very confident
Question: How confident are you in the ability of the federal government to make progress on this problem in 2017? [Asked

for each verbatim problem cited. Ten most-cited problems shown above.]
Source: AP-NORC Center poll conducted Dec. 14-19, 2016, with 1,017 adults nationwide.
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