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3.5 What happens when we |

divert water? |

Many of the world’s greatest lokes are shrinking,

and large rivers such as the Colorado, Rio Gronde,

Indus, Ganges, Nile and Murray discharge very
little water into the sea for months and even

years at a time. Up to one-third of the world's
major rivers and lakes are drying up. and the
groundwater wells for 3 billion people are being
affected. The overuse and diversion of water is

he uneven diseribution of water and
there is often the need to transfer water,
a diversions often require piping or

1g water from one drainage basin to another.
nple, water from the Snowy River is diverted
‘Murray and Murrumbidgee rivers. Diverting
 alleviate warer shortages and allows for the
1t of irrigation and the production of hydro-

i however, are not always the most

WAter resources,

fh dhymg l’L‘::ke Urmia in Iran i
e largest in the Middle ¥ i
largest sale lakes in the wmldkht::;;:um of the I
Lake Urmia in northern Iran has fose m:umn“ 20y '
cent of its surface area, exposing extensive than 65 P
fats (see figure 1 (a) and (b)). b L
“The lake was declared a Wetland of
Importance by the Ramsar Convention in197;
a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 1976, The L.
its surrounding wetlands serve as uwmmu
feeding ground for migratory birds that feed on o
shrimp. This shrimp is the only thing, ather M& g
that can live in the salty water. Lﬂkelkmhkah Mm\i] Y
lake: the rivers, some pcrmanen(mdsoineephmmﬂ
that flow into the hkebrmgl\amnllyomml*
Because of the arid cli high evap g;d:‘
crystals o build up around the shoreline. g 1.
the declining surface area of Lake Urmia. e~

Why is the lake drying up?
Reasons for the decline in the lake’s level are 2

combination of prolonged drought and increased
diversions for irrigation (see figure 3). Often

Often people
withdraw water illegally, without paying for it, or take

v

|

more than they are allocated.
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