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Abstract. Despite the low rainfall and its inappropriate temporal and spatial distribution in Iran, many studies have shown that
the main problem of water section is not due to physical scarcity of resources, but the lack of proper governance model in this
sector and mismanagement. In Kerman province, in addition to the limited water resources, due to poor governance and
uncontrolled withdrawal in recent years, this section has faced many problems. In the future due to population growth, climate
change and health development, available water is declining. Studies have shown that in order to correct the unfavorable
governance of the water sector and democratization, the cooperation of all levels of the governance system is needed and an
approach that includes the participation of all people and institutions should be considered. Proper governance in order to manage
water resources and adapt to water scarcity is a cross-sectoral issue and should be implemented with the cooperation of consumers
in different water sectors and relevant stakeholders. For this purpose, adaptation program to water shortage in Kerman province
with a participatory approach in order to determine how to distribute water shortages among different sectors of water
consumption was developed with the cooperation of stakeholders. In this study, while reviewing the adaptation program to water
scarcity in Kerman province, we discuss the importance of its implementation in order to improve water governance in the
direction of democratization and stakeholder participation. We also provide solutions according to social, economic and climatic
conditions to achieve exalted governance.

Keywords: Water governance, Water resources management, Water scarcity adaptation, Water policy
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